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ACT I

Scene 1

Actor 1 addresses the audience. On the stage are 7

bags.

ACTOR 1

You’ve heard the saying, "He’s carrying a lot of

baggage from his past", Or, "Avoid her baggage!" But

think about it - Baggage - we get it from other people

by the things they do to us or say to us. And if we

carry those things around, in essence, we carry

baggage. We begin collecting baggage even when we’re

just little children. Like from that one child during

break-time at nursery school who walks up to you and

says...

Enter ACTOR 2

ACTOR 2

You can’t play "catcher" with us again.

ACTOR 1

(surprisingly.)

Why?

ACTOR 2

You’re slowing us down and -

ACTOR 1

- but I’m the one that started this game -

ACTOR 2

Tolu said she will join us. You cannot run again -

ACTOR 1

(defensively.)

I can run jor -

ACTOR 2

(shaking her head)

You’re too fat.

ACTOR 1

(sadly looks down at herself)

But -

ACTOR 2

(running excitedly towards Tosin and the

group)

Tosin wait for me, I’ve told her.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 2.

Actor 2 exits.

ACTOR 1

(downheartedly.)

But -

(to the audience)

You’ve heard that sticks and stones may break my bones,

but words will never hurt me. Well, guess what? It’s

one of the biggest lies you’ve ever been taught.

(picks up a bag.)

Words can cut so deep, and if we don’t learn to let go

of those words and realize who we are in Christ,

essentially what we do is we pick up baggage and carry

it around. You see, we can’t find our self-worth based

on what other people think of us. We have to find our

self-worth based on Christ and our relationship with

Him. But it doesn’t seem to be that easy. And as life

goes on and we get a little older, we just tend to

collect more baggage. Sometimes we pick up baggage from

people who are close to us, like a best friend.

Enter ACTOR 3 on her cellphone, rummaging through

her purse. She doesn’t notice Actor 1.

ACTOR 3

(happily.)

Of course I’ve already arranged our matching "Drama on

Stage" T’s, I’m sure tonight’s show would be inspiring.

(Actor 1 stares in shock at Actor 3.

Actor 3 finds and brings out her

lip-gloss from her purse.)

Oh you mean Tolani?

Laughing whilst applying her lip-gloss, Actor 3

turns and pauses at the sight of Actor 1.

Actor 1 waves sarcastically at her.

ACTOR 3

(guiltily.)

She won’t mind.

(hangs up abruptly.)

ACTOR 1

Mind what?

ACTOR 3

(defensively.)

It’s not what you think -

ACTOR 1

Oh not what I think? You literally confirmed attending

tonight’s D. O. S. show without me few seconds ago! We

were supposed to go together!

(CONTINUED)
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ACTOR 3

Yes I know but my sister couldn’t get us tickets on

such short notice and Tosin -

ACTOR 1

What do you mean "short notice"? We’ve been planning

this months ago!

ACTOR 3

You know my mind wasn’t really on the show -

ACTOR 1

And what does Tosin have to do with this?

(Actor 3 avoids making eye-contact with

her.)

You’re going with her aren’t you?

ACTOR 3

(defensively.)

She had an extra ticket.

ACTOR 1

You know I don’t like her -

ACTOR 3

Yes I know but -

ACTOR 1

Then why are you still going?

ACTOR 3

(frustratedly.)

Because she invited me.

ACTOR 1

This is nursery school all over again.

ACTOR 3

You really need to chill. You’re my best friend. We

made a promise, "forever" remember?

ACTOR 1

Well forever just got a lot shorter.

ACTOR 3

Are you serious?

ACTOR 1

Maybe if I were Tosin, you’d believe me. Isn’t your

show starting soon? Why are you still here?

Actor 3 stares sadly at Actor 1.

(CONTINUED)
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Exit Actor 3.

ACTOR 1

(to the audience)

And our friends, they’re just trying to get through

life the same way we are; and sometimes they’re going

to make poor choices. We can either learn to forgive

them, or -

(picks a bag.)

we can pick up more baggage. You know the truth about

baggage is, we don’t need other people to load it on

us; we do a good job of dumping baggage on ourselves

when we compare ourselves to others. We think things

like, "If I could be as popular as they are; I could be

as gifted and talented, perfect, holy as they are but

I’m not...I’m no good, I’ll never be good enough". And

when we think that -

(picks a bag.)

we pick up more baggage. Or we find ourselves thinking,

"They have it made and why is life so easy for them and

so hard for me? I’m never going to make it". When we

buy into that lie -

(picks a bag.)

more baggage. And sometimes, sometimes we pick up

baggage from people who love us dearly; they just don’t

realize that their words cut like a knife.

Enter ACTOR 4.

ACTOR 4

(angrily.)

Tolani -

ACTOR 1

(downheartedly.)

Yes mom?

ACTOR 4

What was that out there? What did you think you did

there?

ACTOR 1

I didn’t see the edge of the stage -

ACTOR 4

You disgraced everybody -

ACTOR 1

- the lights got into my eyes.

ACTOR 4

- your choreographers, your dance mates, your family -

the light got into your eyes. Was it the same light

(MORE)
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ACTOR 4 (cont’d)
that made you forget the choreography and formulated

your own? I mean how stupid can you think?

ACTOR 1

I-I-I panicked and -

ACTOR 4

Stop making excuses right now before I slap you, people

are staring at us. Grab your things; if I don’t see you

in the car in 5minutes, I’ll leave you. This will be

the last I hear of dance -

ACTOR 1

Mommy please, this is my dream. I can do this -

ACTOR 4

- and wipe your face before I give you something to

really cry about.

Exit Actor 4.

ACTOR 1

(to the audience.)

You know parents...they don’t mean to hurt us. It’s

just, they’ve got their own baggage; and when you don’t

deal with baggage, you pass it on. For us, we have to

learn to find our self worth only in our relationship

with Christ. If we don’t -

(picks a bag.)

we pick more baggage. It gets uncomfortable, tedious

and our natural tendency is to want to dump this

baggage onto someone else but it always backfires.

Enter ACTOR 5, carrying a violin.

ACTOR 5

Beautiful sister, so I’ve been practicing a lot through

YouTube and finally composed an original piece -

ACTOR 1

Can’t you see I’m busy?

ACTOR 5

Ahn han now, okay just 3seconds of your time...please?

ACTOR 1

2.5 -

ACTOR 5

Okay, okay.

Actor 5 starts playing a beautiful yet imperfect

piece.

(CONTINUED)
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ACTOR 1

(groans loudly.)

I hate the sound of violins.

ACTOR 5

(stops playing abruptly.)

Was it that bad?

ACTOR 1

Don’t take it personal, it’s just the instrument

generally sounds like noise to me. If I had my way, I’d

destroy every string instrument on this planet,

starting with your violin.

ACTOR 5

(lightheartedly.)

Eh don’t worry. By the time I master this and become

one of the best violinist, you’d -

ACTOR 1

(laughs mockingly.)

Best violinist? Who told you? Mommy? Enjoy it while it

lasts ignorant little sister. When you wake up from

your unrealistic dream - like I did - I’ll be there

with the tissues.

ACTOR 5

(downheartedly.)

Why do you always do this? Why can’t you be supportive

of me just this once?

ACTOR 1

Trust me, I’m being supportive. Count yourself lucky to

have someone who’ll give you the hard truth. The world

isn’t made of sugar, neither am I.

ACTOR 5

I miss the old you.

ACTOR 1

She’s never coming back.

Exit Actor 5.

ACTOR 1

(to the audience.)

And in the midst of dumping some baggage off on someone

else, you only end up picking up more -

(picks a bag.)

And then there’s this other bag -

(picks the last bag.)

It’s my sin, my secret sin. And it’s cool, because

nobody knows about it. And if I think I’ve got it under

control -

(CONTINUED)
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(looks at the bag.)

then maybe it’s got control of me. Even though no one

else knows about it, God knows; so we live our lives,

and when we’ve got it all balanced out - maybe no one

can really tell - but sometimes it gets unbalanced and

we find ourselves struggling just to stay up. And we

remember the words of Jesus, "I have come that you may

have life, and that you may have it abundantly". But

let’s be honest, this isn’t the abundant life -

(fumbling with bags and struggling to

keep a hold of them all.)

I can’t walk straight. I can’t keep my balance. And

then I remember His words, "Come to me all you who are

tired and worn out, and I will give you rest". That’s

what I want, so I say, "Jesus, please, if you’re

willing, would you take this baggage from me? Because

Jesus, I am miserable and I can’t live this way

anymore. Please! Take it!

(sets the bags down.)

And you know what? He takes it.

Actor 1 stands tall and free.

The end.


